grand tribuna, as if hanging by itself in the air. All tho confraternities of the city resort thither in solemn procession, habited in linen frocks, girt with a cord, and their heads covered with a cowl all over, that has only two holes before to see through. Some of these are all black, others particoloured and white: and with, these masqueraders that vast church is filled, who are seen thumping their breasts, and kissing the pavement with extreme devotion. But methinks I am describing:—'tis an ill habit; but this, like everything else, will wear off. We have sent you our compliments by a friend of yours, and correspondent in a corner, who seems a very agreeable man; one Mr. Williams: I am sorry he staid so little a while in Eome. I forget Porto Bello3 all this while; pray let us know where it is, and whether you or Ashton had any hand in the taking of it. Duty to the Admiral. Adieu!
Ever yours,
T. GRAY.
28.   To THE HON. HENBY SEYMOUR COIJTWAY.
Rome, April 23, 1740. N.S.
As I have wrote you two such long letters lately, my dear Hal, I did not hurry myself to answer your last; but chose to write to poor Selwyn1 upon his illness. I pity you excessively upon finding him in such a situation: what a shock it must have been to you! He deserves so much love from all that know him, and you owe him so much friendship, that I can scarce conceive a greater shock. I am very glad you did not write to me till he was out of danger; for this great distance would have added to my pain, as I must have waited so long for another letter. I charge
3 On.  the   Isthmus of Panama;          LETTER 28.—* According to Can-
taken from the Spaniards by Admiral       ningham, John, elder  brother   (d. Vernon, Nov. 20,1739.                            1751) of George Selwyn.
